Surgical treatment of occlusion of the infrarenal abdominal aorta. Experience with 55 patients.
A series of 55 patients with occlusion of the infrarenal abdominal aorta operated on in the 15-year period 1966-1980 is presented. The type of operation was an extra-anatomic reconstruction in four cases and some type of anatomic repair in 51 cases. The operative mortality was 5.4%. The cause of death was myocardial infarction in two out of three cases. After a follow-up period of 90.4 months on average 25 patients were alive and were reached to a follow-up examination. Nineteen out of these 25 patients (76%) were symptom-free and six patients (24%) complained of mild to moderate symptoms related to obstructive arteriosclerotic lesions of the lower extremities. During the follow-up 27 patients expired. The most common causes of late deaths were myocardial infarction (13 out of 27 patients) and CVA (5 out of 27 patients).